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superfluous. Dukhonin, like Kornilov seven weeks earlier, offered no resistance, the officers and the few troops loyal to the Provisional Government left Mogilev, and the control of the city passed into the hands of the Bolshevik military revolutionary committee appointed by the local Soviet (November 19). The next day Krylenko took possession of the headquarters, most of the remaining officers (previously under arrest) were set free and returned to their work, but Dukhonin was dragged out of Krylenko's railway car and murdered by a drunken and infuriated soldiery. The much-talked-about counter-revolution of the generals was still a thing to come. At the end of October General Alekseev left Petrograd for Novocherkassk, in the Don region. On November 19 Kornilov, Denikin, and the other officers imprisoned at Bykhov were released by order of Dukhonin and fled to the Don, where, together with Alekseev, they proceeded to organize the anti-Bolshevik Volunteer Army. Russia was on the threshold of civil war. In the opening weeks of the Bolshevik rule organized opposition to the new government came, not from the generals or the "bourgeoisie/* but from the non-Bolshevik elements of Soviet "democracy/7 chiefly the socialist parties which withdrew from the second congress of the Soviets. The Petrograd municipal councilors and their supporters, having failed in the attempt to reach the Winter Palace in the night of October 257 returned to the City Hall and formed the Committee for the Salvation of the Country and the Revolution which comprised the presidium of the Council of the Republic, and representatives of the municipal council, of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies (elected by the first congress in June), of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Peasants' Deputies, of all the socialist parties opposing the Bolsheviks, and of a host of other "democratic" organizations. An appeal issued by the committee stigmatized the overthrow of the Provisional Government as an "unheard-of crime against the country" and closed with the battle call: "Do not recognize the power of the usurpers! Do not comply with their orders!" Appeals in a similar vein were issued by several left-wing groups. Committees for the Salvation were created in many cities and towns, for instance, in Moscow, and for a while became the rallying points of opposition to Bolshevism. The All-Russian Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies elected in June refused to recognize the legality of the second congress of the Soviets and of the Central Executive